THIS patient, G. C., aged 49, was shown before the Clinical Section in February, 1910.1 He was admitted to hospital in October, 1909, and his symptoms existed for eighteen months before that date. At first he complained of pain in the buttocks and calf, which were supposed to be sciatica, and the tumour was not noticed till just before his admission. It then extended from the right iliac fossa upwards as far as the rib margin and back to the spine, filling the right lumbar region. It was hard and immobile, fixed firmly to the innominate bone and to the lumbar spine. At first the pain was so severe that morphia was required, even when he lay in bed. Operation being hopeless, treatment bv Coley's fluid was undertaken. When exhibited in February, 1910, his condition was much improved, pain was absent, and the swelling had decreased in size. Since that date several courses of Coley's fluid have been administered, and the swelling has gradually shrunk, the patient being able to get about and complaining of no pain. Nothing has been undertaken in the shape of treatment for six or eight months.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. CARLEss added that sufficient reaction was produced by comparatively small doses, and although at times there was no pyrexia or rigor the injections made the patient feel very ill. A skiagram indicated that the mass sprang from the iliac fossa and projected upwards along the side of the spine. It was absolutely fixed and very hard. The treatment had proved so successful -that doubts as to the correctness of the diagnosis had presented themselves frequently, and yet the man was so ill when first he appeared and the picture so characteristic that no one could then have questioned its nature, especially since puncture, frequently repeated, only produced a blood-stained fluid.
Mr. KELLOCK asked upon what grounds, except the clinical evidence, the condition was believed to be sarcoma. The cases which were reported as being benefited by Coley's fluid seemed to be almost invariably those hidden at a depth. For a visible fungating sarcoma the fluid did not seem to do much good. If there was any doubt about the nature of this growth it would be a pity to attribute too much to Coley's fluid, for one might get a false impression of the value of this remedy. A patient was in the cancer wards of Middlesex Hospital for twenty-four years with what was originally diagnosed as sarcoma of the ilium. She died of an intercurrent disease, and the tumour was found to be almost entirely cartilaginous. Possibly in this present case the tumour might be a chondro-sarcoma, which was a .very slow growing variety, although it felt too soft for such a diagnosis; in fact, it was almost fluctuating at one spot in front. If the man would permit it, it would be interesting to examine a small portion microscopically before concluding how much was due to Coley's fluid and how much to natural arrest of the growth.
Mr. W. H. BATTLE expressed the hope that the Section might be informed of the ultimate progress of the case, and its final ending. His experience of Coley's fluid, which extended over many years, had not been satisfactory, although he had tried some varieties of it, each of which was said to be better than the last. Years ago he showed a man at the Medical Society who had a tumour in his chest, which microscopically was said to be a spindle-celled sarcoma. It did not improve under iodide of potassium, and he put the patient upon Coley's fluid, and the tumour disappeared. Sections of the growth were made, and a committee which investigated them concluded that there was not sufficient proof that it was sarcomatous, but they thought that it was inflammatory in character. Not one of the cases of sarcomata, either spindle-celled or round-celled, had shown any satisfactory improvement from Coley's fluid. Moreover, patients soon got tired of it owing to the amount of illness it produced. He therefore began to take a very unfavourable view of the fluid. He had had a letter from a doctor at Kensington telling him of a wonderful case which had been under his observation, a patient with a large growth of the ilium. She went to America, and the tumour disappeared under Dr. Coley's treatment. He (Mr. Battle) heard from the family that not long after the patient returned to London the growth came on again and proved fatal in a few weeks.
Dr. POYNTON wished to know if, supposing Coley's fluid did produce an arrest of the growth of a tumour, the pathologist would be able to decide upon its nature, on examination after the tumour had ceased to be active.
Mr. CARLESS, in reply, said he quite realized the possibility of doubt as to diagnosis, since the growth had not been examined microscopically. He could not accept the idea that it was a slowly growing chondro-sarcoma. The man was so very ill on admission, and the case had been progressing so rapidly, that it did not at all accord with the clinical .picture of chronic chondrosarcoma. The ultimate result, if obtainable, should be presented to the Section.
